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            A HUGE Christmas Capital of Texas season wrapped u
            	                    [image: A HUGE Christmas Capital of Texas season wrapped up in January, Meow Wolf has portals to be explored, the City is gearing up for Main Street Fest and Grapevine Mills ranks in the top 1% of all regional centers.  These are all big visitor draws for the City, so why should you care about visitors who love coming to the City of Grapevine?  Grapevine's current property tax rate is $.250560- one of the lowest tax rates in the State. Grapevine's destination economy uses Sales Tax Revenue to lower the tax burden on the residents of Grapevine.  In fact, $.84 of every dollar received by the City comes from visitors, meaning the majority of public funds come from visitors instead of residents. Every time someone makes a purchase within our city limits, they're contributing to the revenue stream that funds essential services and infrastructure projects. Whether it's grabbing coffee, shopping at Grapevine Mills or on Main Street, or dining at one of our amazing restaurants, those sales taxes add up to make a big difference!  By supporting local businesses and keeping our economy thriving, we're all investing in our community's growth and reducing the reliance on other forms of taxation.   #visitors #taxes]
        
    



    
        
            POV: it's springtime in Texas

#bluebonnets #grape
            	                    [image: POV: it's springtime in Texas  #bluebonnets #grapevinetx]
        
    



    
        
            Soon, this little section of Grapevine will be bla
            	                    [image: Soon, this little section of Grapevine will be blanketed in #bluebonnets   #grapevinetx #texasstateflower #texas]
        
    



    
        
            Another afternoon connecting over lunch at Esparza
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Another afternoon connecting over lunch at Esparza's during Business Builders!  #buildyournetwork]
        
    



    
        
            Worth the early rise to hear from Chuck Pacioni, G
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Worth the early rise to hear from Chuck Pacioni, GM of The @gaylordtexan , at the Economic Development Partnership Meeting this morning.  Here's what you should know as The Texan approaches it's 20th Anniversary:  - 460,000 ICE! tickets were sold during the 2023 season. 460,000! - The new parking lot off Ruth Wall was a huge help with parking/ lines and is a permanent fixture.  Don't worry though, the fencing is being improved and the cows WILL be returning, with plenty of room to graze (and in a much safer environment). - Renovations galore are planned including a $12 million renovation/ addition to Old Hickory Steakhouse, guest room renovations and a renovation to Texan Station (which, by the way, is the #3 top performing outlet in the entire Marriott system!)  You'll also see their SummerFest programming return bigger and better and tickets for their Eclipse Party at The Glass Cactus are currently on sale.  Don't miss what this world-class destination resort has to offer!  @grapevinetx]
        
    



    
        
            We're closed on Good Friday but there's still plen
            	                    [image: We're closed on Good Friday but there's still plenty of networking to be done this week!  Register: link in bio]
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			        Mission: To Collaborate, Communicate, Connect & Advocate for Businesses to add value to our community.
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			RaDonna Hessel

CEO – Grapevine Chamber of Commerce

RaDonna Hessel currently serves as CEO of the Grapevine Chamber of Commerce, a position held since June of 2008.  She has served in five different communities around the state of Texas since 1990.  RaDonna completed the Institute for Organizational Management at SMU and the Oklahoma University, graduating in 1997 and received her CCE (Certified Chamber Executive) designation in 2013. The Grapevine Chamber received the designation as a Five-Star Accredited Chamber in 2015 by the US Chamber and was reaccredited in 2021.

Professionally RaDonna served on the Executive Board of the Texas Chamber of Commerce Executives Association (TCCE), and was the 2017 Chairman.  She was also 2008 Chair of the North Texas Chamber Executives (NTCE).  RaDonna previously served on the board of the Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives (ACCE) 2015 through 2022, where she also served as chair of the ACCE Emerging Cities.  She currently serves on the board of the Texas Association of Business (TAB) Executive Board.  She was the 2024 Chair of the Northeast Leadership Forum, and serves on the Grapevine Colleyville Education Foundation.  She is also a member of the 2017 – 2018 North Texas Leadership Class.

RaDonna also finds time to serve her community, including as President of the Grapevine Rotary Club in 2011 – 2012 and she was the 2005-2006 Centennial President of the Grand Prairie Rotary Club and was a leader in the construction of the Grand Prairie Veterans’ Memorial.

RaDonna received the 2018 Marvin Hurley Award, the highest honor of the Texas Chamber Executive Association.  Prior to that she received the 2013 and 2010 Distinguished Service Award for the Texas Chamber of Commerce Executives Association.  She was the 2012-2013 Grapevine Rotarian of the Year and was selected as the 2018 Grapevine Rotary Pro. Previously, she was presented with the President’s Award from the Soroptimist Club.  She also was honored as the Grand Prairie Citizen of the Year in 2002, and received the International Athena Award (Woman of the Year) in 2003.  She received the Doris Black Award from the Brighter Tomorrows Domestic Violence organization in 2005.
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